Reading Spine 					                         Updated: December 2025
“Early reading, whether it is in a parent’s lap, on the carpet of a classroom, or in a snug reading corner, gently but indelibly imprints upon us the mould from which will cast a lifetime of communication in the world.”
Alex Quigley – Closing the Reading Gap 2020.
[image: Bishops Cannings CofE Primary School and Pre School - Home]


Welcome to the Bishops Cannings Reading Spine. 
This reading spine links with our whole school Literacy intent, where during your children’s time at Bishops Cannings they will:

· Receive a high quality curriculum within a literacy rich environment
· Experience a diverse range of texts and have a love of reading
· Able to confidently communicate with others
· Develop independence in their writing skills across a range of genres 
Selecting the books for our reading spine is a deliberate process aimed at fostering a love for reading while aligning with educational objectives. As stated by the National Literacy Trust, “Reading for pleasure is the single most important indicator of a child’s future success.”
Our chosen texts serve multiple purposes:
· Curriculum Alignment: Each book is selected to complement the national curriculum, ensuring that children engage with literature that enhances their learning experience.
· Interest and Engagement: We prioritise books that capture the interests of our children, promoting a culture of reading that resonates with all learners.
· Reducing the Gender Gap: The selection includes titles that appeal to all genders, addressing the disparity in reading engagement among boys and girls.
· Significant Individuals: We include works that highlight the contributions of significant individuals, encouraging students to learn about diverse role models.
· Values and Teachings: We have included a selection of texts from the magazine ‘Discovery RE.’ These texts reflect the teachings of Jesus, promoting our school values – thankfulness, generosity, aspiration, perseverance, graciousness and wisdom which enables flourishing for all.
· ‘Just Reading’ session: the books within our reading spine are integral to our ‘Just Reading’ sessions, providing a consistent and enriching reading experience that supports literacy development across the school.


	EYFS

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: Maria Montessori - Little People, BIG DREAMS][image: You Choose : Goodhart, Pippa, Sharratt, Nick: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: The Little Red Hen From £1.00 | The Works]





My Body by Discovery World

My Special Angels (I)          All Are Welcome (Hum)                Creation Story


	[image: Humpty Dumpty - Jigsaw &amp; Book (Board Book &amp; Giant Jigsaw)][image: 5 Fun Activities to Spark Creativity This Bonfire Night][image: The Gingerbread Man (Picture Books): Amazon.co.uk: Lesley Sims:  9781409531661: Books]



                             Bonfire Poetry 
Nursey Rhymes
· Head Shoulders Knees & Toes,
· Number Rhymes (1 finger, 1 thumb – 2 little dicky birds)
· Triangle Song
· Hickory Dickory
· Firework Poem

Big Book of Celebrations

The Birth of Jesus


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Genesis 1: The beginning 

What do you think the best thing about creation is in the story? (P. 4/5)

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Luke 1: 26-38
The birth of Jesus 

Have you ever seen a nativity or performed in one? What part is your favourite part? (p. 37)

	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: What's Inside?: Toys: DK Publishing: 9781879431089: Amazon.com: Books][image: This Is the Bear : Hayes, Sarah, Craig, Helen: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: Where's My Teddy?: Amazon.co.uk: Alborough, Jez, Alborough, Jez:  9780763698713: Books]




[image: The Paper Dolls : Donaldson, Julia, Cobb, Rebecca: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: Dogger: the much-loved children's classic: Amazon.co.uk: Hughes, Shirley:  9781862308053: Books][image: Kipper's Toybox: Amazon.co.uk: Inkpen, Mick: 9780340932070: Books]






 
	[image: Three Billy Goats Gruff: Amazon.co.uk: Carpenter, Stephen: 9780694010332:  Books][image: The Three Little Pigs (My First Fairy Tales) : Alperin, Mara, Jatkowska,  Ag: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: The Gruffalo - Wikipedia]                                         





                                     [image: Image]
A selection of rhymes linking to Spring. Spring Greens- Shirley Hughes

People Need People (Hum)           Palm Sunday

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Exodus 20: 1-21

Look at the Ten Commandments (Age appropriate) . Do they know what any of them mean? (p.27)


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Matthew 21: 1-11
Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a king 

The crowds welcomed him like a king and waved palm leaves. How would you have felt if you had been there? (P. 60)

	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[image: Logo][image: Logo]      [image: Fairy Tales: Jack and the Beanstalk - Nosy Crow]                  [image: Jasper's Beanstalk (Paperback)]                [image: ]

The Life Cycle of a Butterfly       Bean diary/sunflowers

Butterfly by David L Harrison

Georgia O’Keefe                             Jesus at the temple
	[image: Rumble in the Jungle : Andreae, Giles, Wojtowycz, David: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: Walking Through the Jungle : Lacome, Julie: Amazon.co.uk: Books] 



Life in the Rainforest (Topic)

David Attenborough                     Conversation with Paul


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Luke 2:41-51
Jesus at the Temple

Why were Jesus’ parents worried? (P. 44)

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Acts 9: 1-21
The conversion of Paul 

When Saul was blinded by the light he saw on his way to Damascus, what do you think he thought about? (P. 80)



















	Year 1

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: Logo][image: Pumpkin Soup – My Small World Toy Store][image: The Hodgeheg and Other Stories][image: Where The Wild Things Are: Maurice Sendak: Amazon.co.uk: Sendak, Maurice,  Sendak, Maurice: 9780099408390: Books][image: The Very Helpful Hedgehog : Rosie Wellesley: Amazon.co.uk: Books]
The Gunpowder Plot – selection of information texts
	
[image: Logo][image: Hibernation Hotel / Still Stuck | Red Reading Hub – Jillrbennett's Reviews  of Children's Books][image: The Little Red Hen From £1.00 | The Works][image: Babushka: Amazon.co.uk: Sandra Ann Horn, Sophie Fatus: 9781841484112: Books]The More it Snows – AA Milne (Poem)


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Adam and Eve                    It’s a Mitzvah (J)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The Magi

	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: Logo][image: Hans Christian Andersen (59): Little ...][image: Alan's Big Scary Teeth][image: Whatever Next! (A Bear Family Book, 2) : Murphy, Jill: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: Ugly Duckling | Book by Hans Christian Andersen, Bernadette Watts |  Official Publisher Page | Simon & Schuster]
	Birds (a selection of non-fiction texts)  
The History of Flight – The Wright Brothers (a selection of non-fiction texts)
	[image: Florence Nightingale Museum London][image: Beegu: Amazon.co.uk: Deacon, Alexis ...][image: Enormous Turnip: (Picture Books) by Katie Daynes | WHSmith]
[image: Logo]


A selection of spring poetry (Daffodils) 
Sunflower/Cucumber – Diary extracts 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
10 Commandments                   
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The cleansing of the temple


	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[image: Stanley's Stick eBook : Hegley, John, Layton, Neal: Amazon.com.au: Kindle  Store]


[image: Logo]
	

Queen Victoria – a selection of non-fiction texts 

 
	[image: Logo][image: Grandad's Island: Benji Davies : Davies ...][image: Ella Fitzgerald: 11 (Little People, Big Dreams): Amazon.co.uk: Sanchez  Vegara, Maria Isabel, Alca, Bàrbara: 9781786030863: Books][image: Mama Panya's Pancakes: A Village Tale from Kenya: Amazon.co.uk: Mary  Chamberlin, Richard Chamberlin, Julia Cairns: 9781905236633: Books][image: Handa's Surprise : Browne, Eileen: Amazon.co.uk: Books]
African Animals (Selection of Non-Fiction Texts)

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Jesus begins healing
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The Conversion of Paul















	Year 2

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: We're Going to Find the Monster ...][image: John Lennon - Little People, BIG DREAMS]

[image: Logo]




Great Fire of London poem 
Molly Malone and the Great Fire of London
Great Fire of Lonon – Non Fiction texts 
	[image: The Snowflake: An unforgettable and ...][image: How to Hide a Lion at School: an ...][image: Logo][image: Logo]






Nativity – Playscript 
The More it Snows – AA Milne poem 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link

The Beginning (Adam and Eve) 
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The Shepherds and the Angels
Oskar and the Eight Blessings (J)

	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: inspirational picture-book ...][image: Logo][image: Lots: The Diversity of Life on Earth ...][image: Man on the Moon: a day in the life of Bob (Bartram, Simon Series):  Amazon.co.uk: Bartram, Simon, Bartram, Simon: 9781840114911: Books]


[image: Logo]



	
	[image: Logo][image: The Day The Crayons Quit: Amazon.co.uk ...][image: The Colour Monster: Amazon.co.uk ...][image: Logo]





The Owl and the Pussy Cat – Poem 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link

10 Commandments
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Cleansing of the Temple

	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
[image: Jim and the Beanstalk: Discover the ...][image: The Lost Words: The bestselling ...][image: The Tiny Seed: With Seeded Paper to ...]






	[image: Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the ...][image: Julie and the Mango Tree : Smith, Sadé ...][image: Frida Kahlo (2) (Little People, BIG ...][image: Logo][image: The Green Ship: Celebrate Quentin Blake ...]


Don’t – Michael Rosen Poetry 
















	Year 3

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: Little People, Big Dreams: Mary Anning][image: Stone Girl, Bone Girl: The Story of Mary Anning by Laurence Anholt][image: The Girl and the Dinosaur - YouTube]

                      
[image: Logo]



                                                          
Laila’s Lunchbox (I)     Temptation and the Fall

	[image: ][image: Fantastic Mr Fox: Roald Dahl: Amazon.co.uk: Dahl, Roald, Blake, Quentin:  9780141365442: Books][image: Revolting Rhymes (Audio Download): Roald Dahl, Tamsin Greig, Stephen  Mangan, Miriam Margolyes, Penguin Books Ltd: Amazon.co.uk: Books]

[image: Logo]



                  

The Magi


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Genesis 3:
Temptation and the fall

What happened because Adam and Eve broke the rules? What do you think the story means? (p.8)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Matthew: 2: 1-12
The Magi visit the Messiah 

Read the extract. What do you think the gifts symbolised that they bought for Jesus? (p. 42)


	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: Stig of the Dump (A Puffin Book): Amazon.co.uk: King, Clive ...]
[image: Logo]               [image: Gandhi (My First Little People, Big Dreams) (Board Book)]                                                 

                              Mahatma Ghandi

A selection of instructional texts.

Mrs Homophone.                  Range of other poetry.
	[image: ][image: Stig of the Dump (A Puffin Book): Amazon.co.uk: King, Clive ...]
[image: How To Live Forever (Red Fox Picture Books) : Thompson, Colin:  Amazon.co.uk: Books]

[image: Logo]
[image: Logo][image: Logo]

                               
                               
                                          How to Live Forever – Colin Thompson   DK Find Out: Stone Age

A selection of kennings poetry. 



	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Proverbs 6: 16- 19

Read the passage. It states the 7 things God hates. Do you agree that God hates these things? What are your thoughts? (p. 29)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
John 13: 1-11
Washing his Disciples’ feet

Why was Peter embarrassed to have his feet washed by Jesus? What lesson did Peter learn? (P. 62)


	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[image: Logo][image: There's A Pharaoh In Our Bath! : Strong, Jeremy: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: Tadeo Jones - Wikipedia]


[image: Logo]

                   

Tadeo Jones                     There’s a Pharoah in our Bath

A selection of simile poetry. 

	[image: ][image: Little People Big Dreams: Muhammad Ali BookBook | MORI][image: Logo][image: Logo][image: 9781408876787 thumbnail]    [image: ]              
         


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Matthew 8:23-27
Jesus calms the storm

The disciples ask: what kind of man is this? What do you think is the answer? Give reasons.
 (P. 51)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link




















	Year 4

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: Logo][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

[image: Logo]

[image: Logo]
A Selection of Olympics texts
	[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: Logo]



[image: Logo]
A selection of Christmas Adverts 
[image: Logo]Christmas poetry
Information and explanation reports on natural disasters 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Abraham and Sarah
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Jesus born in Bethlehem 



	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: Logo][image: ][image: Logo][image: ]





[image: Logo]
Non-fiction texts about The Romans 
	[image: Logo][image: ][image: ][image: ]
	

	 



[image: Logo]Chocolate Cake – Michael Rosen Poetry 
Non-fiction texts about settlements 


	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Psalm 23 What is God like
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Last Supper and the arrest in Gethsemane 


	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[image: ][image: Logo][image: ]

	

[image: Logo]

Non-fiction texts about the Anglo-Saxons 
	[image: ][image: ]
[image: Logo][image: Logo]

	


The Sound Collector Poem 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Jesus teaches his first followers

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
New Testament writers explain Christian belief about God















	Year 5

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: Stitch Head: 1 : Bass, Guy, Williamson, Pete: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: The Jungle Book: (A Puffin Book) (Audio Download): Rudyard Kipling, Rhashan  Stone, Penguin Books Ltd: Amazon.co.uk: Books]

Stitch Head



Jungle Book
Coming to England by Floella Benjamin
Migration-open hearts, open borders by Shaun Tan


Little People, Big Dreams
Stephen Hawking  
Albert Einstein
Mary Shelley
	[image: ]Don’t Be Scared’ by Carol Ann Duffy
‘I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’ By William Wordsworth
‘Betty’s Room’ by Denise Rogers
Let’s Give a Cheer for Onomatopoeia’ by John Foster
Firework Night’ by Enid Blyton
‘Winter’ by Judith Nicholls
‘I am Brave’ by Laura Mucha
One-minute timer, ‘The World’s Fastest Bicycle’ by Kenn Nesbitt
Lighthouse Poetry (LS Figurative Language Poem)
In Flanders Fields
The Creakers by Tom Fletcher

My Dadima Wears a Sari (H) 

Why God came into the World



	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Genesis & Hebrews: 11
Faith in God

What do these stories teach us about what God is like? Why do you think the idea of ‘trust’ or ‘faith’ in God is given such a big part in these stories? (p.12 &13)

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
John 1: 1-14
Why God came into the world.

In John’s Gospel, he teaches that ‘the Word became flesh, full of grace and truth’. What do you understand by this statement? (P. 43)

	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: Which newspapers offer a student discount? - Save the Student]A selection of letters.   
A selection of Newspapers.
The Story of the Titanic for children by Joe Fullman
David Attenborough Little People Big Dreams by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara and Mikyo Noh (Autobiography)
Poetry
I am a writer
By Joseph Coelho

	[image: Cloud Tea Monkeys : Peet, Mal, Graham, Elspeth, Wijngaard, Juan:  Amazon.co.uk: Books]Cloud Tea Monkeys – Mal Peet                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Mysterious Traveller 






	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Exodus 19 3-6

Do you remember the word ‘covenant from Year 4? What difference did it make to the people to have a covenant with God? (p. 26)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Luke 22: 66-71 and Luke 23:1-5
Jesus is put on trial

What could Pilate have done instead of condemning Jesus? Why do you think his enemies wanted him dead? (P. 65)



	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Mia and the Lightcasters by Janelle Mccurdy
[image: William Shakespeare's Romeo & Juliet by Cox, Michael (9780713681369) |  BrownsBfS]

Wallace & Gromit:The Complete Cracking Contraptions Manual: Volumes 1 & 2

by Derek Smith , Graham Bleathman

Shakespeare – The Tempest

Little People, Big Dreams
Nelson Mandela 

	[image: Kensuke's Kingdom : Morpurgo, Michael: Amazon.co.uk: Books]Journey to the Centre of the Earth-Classic Fiction
A selection of poetry about the sea. 
Kensuke’s Kingdom

JRR Tolkien 

Love in action



	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37
The Good Samaritan

In this story, what is Jesus teaching to His followers? Why do you think this has become one of the most famous sections of the whole Bible? (P. 53)
	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Romans 12:9-21 and Galatians 3: 26-28
Love in Action

Read these teachings. Can you pick out any you think people especially need to hear today? How would our school/towns be like if everyone followed these ways of life? (P. 90)



















	[bookmark: _Hlk216960559]Year 6

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2

	[image: ][image: ]
	[image: ][image: ][image: Logo][image: ]




A selection of war and remembrance poetry.
A selection of letters

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
How can following God bring freedom and Justice

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Why God came into the World


	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	[image: Macbeth: A Bloomsbury Reader: Dark Blue Book Band (Bloomsbury Readers) :  Bradman, Tony: Amazon.co.uk: Books][image: ][image: Logo][image: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (Harry Potter, 1) : Rowling, J.K.:  Amazon.co.uk: Books]

If – Rudyard Kipling 
A selection of newspapers 
Short reads – VIPERS 
One Giant Leap – annotated picture book for writing lessons 
	[image: ][image: Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (Harry Potter, 1) : Rowling, J.K.:  Amazon.co.uk: Books]
[image: Logo]




Short reads – VIPERS

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
10 Commandments

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
The Crucifixtion/The death/Jesus has risen


	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	[image: Whale Boy by Nicola Davies (9780440870159/Paperback) | LoveReading4Kids]



	

Short reads – VIPERS
A selection of newspapers 
	Hunger Games 
Jabberwocky
A selection of interviews 
Playscripts – performance 

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
Jesus teaches his disciples

	Discover Good News Magazines – RW link
St Paul teaches Christians about love

















2

image4.jpeg




image94.jpeg




image95.jpeg




image96.jpeg
In Flanders Fields





image97.jpeg




image98.jpeg
s





image99.jpeg




image100.jpeg




image101.jpeg
R—

lht Boy
in the

Striped

Pyjamas

JOHN BOYNE




image5.jpeg




image102.jpeg
m.:.u qucw





image103.jpeg




image104.jpeg




image105.jpeg
B X ‘T H
Pt





image106.jpeg
-
One Giant Leap





image107.jpeg




image108.jpeg
\
"“‘\T&t'nﬁo ~'

Wi |




image109.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg
Gingertread
- A





image8.gif
F 5 o B wiim § o §f om» § ¥ |

What s Inside?

Afi

st guide to the wonders and workings
of favorite toy

(% 4 «oe B wmn 3 s {ff oo» § % |





image9.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg
Kipper's Toyhox





image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.png
EdShed (i




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg
THE VERY
© HONGHY
C CATERPILLAR

. \/





image22.jpeg




image23.jpeg




image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg
0

" Bhihe 42
Hodgeheg

and other stories
*

DICK KING-SMITH
x iy i




image26.jpeg
'WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE

STRY 6D PEAGES B AMREE S




image27.jpeg




image28.png
EdShed [




image29.jpeg
HIBERNATION HUTEL





image30.jpeg




image31.jpeg
“O \ 8y
@- Babushka @





image32.jpeg
ffaas Chrshion Andersey





image33.jpeg




image34.jpeg




image35.jpeg




image36.jpeg




image37.jpeg




image38.jpeg
ﬂrml)
“ann ip





image39.png
EdShed (|’




image40.jpeg




image41.jpeg
R
GRANDADS «
ISLAND RN





image42.jpeg
Ella Fitzgerald





image43.jpeg




image44.jpeg




image45.jpeg
"9& V5

“WERE Gorn





image46.jpeg




image47.jpeg
Snov:/hl(‘ lake

Benji Davies




image48.jpeg




image49.jpeg




image50.jpeg




image51.jpeg




image52.jpeg
THE DT G |
fﬁﬂffvﬁl gulr
-

OUIVER TEFFERS




image53.jpeg




image54.jpeg
¢  Jim i
Beanstalk

Ragmond Briggs





image55.jpeg




image56.jpeg
W The Tmy Seed

7‘, 1





image57.jpeg




image58.jpeg




image59.jpeg
D




image60.jpeg




image61.jpeg
Mo oy

mmmwmm.




image62.jpeg




image63.jpeg




image1.png




image64.jpeg
Litle Teoi, BIG DREAMS

CA acles Darm»'q

€ .0 D

W@y,
valsk





image65.jpeg




image66.jpeg




image67.jpeg




image68.jpeg
Ay Fost, Mahatma Gandhi
Lt Teople, BIG DREAMS




image69.jpeg
Stonc At
8oy
g $2





image70.jpeg




image71.png
EdShed ()




image72.jpeg




image73.jpeg
(ade0 one,
e





image2.jpeg




image74.jpeg




image75.jpeg
Wnadammad Gl

oy





image76.jpeg




image77.jpeg




image78.jpeg




image79.jpeg
Oﬁe'sops i:a bIes
\ﬂ? F%

& ——rum




image80.jpeg




image81.jpeg




image82.jpeg
\Jonesso Nokste





image83.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image84.jpeg




image85.jpeg




image86.jpeg
; PE'{ER oWN





image87.jpeg




image88.jpeg
Michael Johoan




image89.jpeg




image90.jpeg




image91.jpeg




image92.jpeg
HANNAH-GOLD




image93.jpeg




